
ILITTLE THINGS THAT

y HAVE MADE FORTUNES

Simple Toys and Fuzzles Have Brought Millions to Their Inventors-Som- e

of the Greatest Discoveries Made Purely Through

AccidentEdison and the Fhcaograph.

"There's millions in it."
The man or woman who conceives to

an idea that is patentable almost in-

variably has visions ot immense
wealth, but how often the dream is Is
realized may.be found by consulting
the patent office authorities, the men
who handle thousands and thousands
of these "children of the brain" that
never bring to their inventors even
the amount of money necessary lor
getting them patented. Rut, on the
other hand, there are a great many
patents that have made their origin-

ators immensely wealthy, and famous
as well.

One would naturally suppose that
the greatest returns would bo from
the large affairs, such as the electric
railroad, the telephone and the tele-

graph, but Buch is not the case, for the
small household inventions, mechani-
cal toys and puzzles have given quick-

er returns and greater profits for the
money expended than any of the lar-

ger affairs.
At some time or another in life ev-

erybody has turned his mind to get
ting out a patent, and the usual cry
has been, when one man succeeded in
amassing a fortune, that he had luck.
Luck never enters into the patent
business, except in so far as one in-

vents something at the time that
something is wanted by the buying
public. The man who invented "Pigs
In Clover" happened to strike the
public fancy, and millions of people
nil over the country were chasing the
little marbles into the middle pen.
That man made millions on his simple
puzzle because he launched It at the
right time.

Inventors Do Not All Die Poor.
The rewards gained by inventions

In the past 50 years have been far in
excess of those that accrued to the
earlier inventor, although the general
public has believed that the great ma

jority of Inventors either die in the
poorhouse or the Insane asylum. This
Impression was due partly to the fact
that Whitney, who Invented the cot-

ton gin; Goodyear, who first vulcan-

ized rubber, and Morse, the father of
the telegraph, all died poor, and de-

rived no benefits from their Inven-

tions.
Naturally, when a great Invention Is

put upon the market the Inventor is
exploited in all the newspapers and
magazines, but when some little trifle
is brought out there is hardly any no-- "

tice taken of the man himself or what
he has given to the world, but it is
Just such little things that have been,
If not the source, the start of great
fortunes.

J. W. McGIll In 1867 invented the
little metal paper fastener without
which no office is now considered
complete, and though but a trifle it
made wealth for its Inventor. Such a
little thing as the rubber tip on a
pencil brought $200,000 to Its inventor,
Hymen L. Lipman, and that small
piece of metal which you wear on the
heel of your shoe to protect it had
made up to 1887 over $1,000,000 for
Its projector.

i A man named Canfleld first hit up--

Wa Serving Hit Fourth Term for
' Burglary When the Idea Was
I Perfected.

on the notion of making arm pit
shields seamless with a sheet ot cloth-covere- d

rubber, and it brought him
an income of many' thousands a year.
The man who Invented the metal fast-
enings for buttons must have been a
bachelor, for it did away with sewing
but it made him a millionaire.

The Barbed Wire Fence.
The barbed wire fence, about which

many have said unkind things as they
disentangled themselves, was worth
over $1,500,000 in royalties to the ori-

ginator. A countryman, whose loss

tioa eggs be!az broken on their way

market was a serious thing evolved
the Idea of packing them in separate
compartments, and this simple device

now used altogether, and the coun
tryman Is not obliged to toil for his
dally bread.

It must not bo thought from this
(hat the field of invention is occupied
entirely by man, for it is not. Woman
has entered into competition with him
in this field, also, and some of her pa-

tents have been as useful and as good
money-maker- s as those belonging to
the sterner Bex. Inventions by women
cover all the branches of Hie, and,

strange to say, quite as many patents
aro granted them for Improved ma-

chinery as for articles of woman's
wear.

The first patent ever granted to a
woman in the United States was for
a machine for the weaving of straw
with silk or thread, and this was pa-

tented in 1809 by Mary Kies. Mary
Jane Montgomery invented the mow
ing machine, and in 1866 she took out
a patent on a machine for punching
holes in corrugated metal. Her many
inventions netted her a considerable
fortune, as fortunes went in those
days. A woman in California made
over $50,000 from her Invention of the
baby carriage, and a woman in Wash-

ington, Mrs. Johnson, made a good
thing out of the Invention of the Ice-

cream freezer, for before that time all
cream was stirred with a Bpoon until
It was frozen.

Criminals as Great Inventors.
Criminals have played an Important

part In some of the world's greatest
inventions, and some have made small
fortunes out of "their discoveries.
Charles Filer, who devised the new
lock-stitc- sewing machine, was serv-

ing his fourth terra for burglary when
the Idea was perfected. When he was
released his Idea was backed by some
capitalists, and he was given a salary
of $5,000 a year to superintend the
construction of the machines, In addi-

tion to a royalty. At the same time
he sold his English rights for $50,000
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Suddenly There Was a Brilliant Burst
of Flame.

cash and $25,000 worth of stock of the
English company.

The discovery of thermite has help
ed science and mechanics to such an
extent that one Bteel manufacturer re
marked that It would, when in gen-

eral use, decrease the cost of steel
ships one-thir- yet the Inventor was
Frita von Schmidt, known to the Eu-

ropean police as "Count Ether," be-

cause he was a scientist who, when
wanted for a burglary, always van-

ished as quickly as that volatile spirit.
Von Schmidt was discovered by his
efforts to patent his Invention. He ex-

plained to a patent agent in Berlin
what his patent would do, and offered
to make his way into the attorney's
safe, but the attorney called up the
police instead.

Acetylene gas, one of the most Im-

portant Industrial inventions of the
last decade, was stumbled upon by ac-

cident by a man named Wilson, who
had an electrical furnace In North
Carolina for metallurgical purposes.
From time to time he used a great
deal of rock salt In his furnace stock,
and also limestone as a flux. When-

ever these two materials were fused
together, as he noticed after a while,
the slag produced by the intense elec-

trical heat included a dirty grayish
substance wholly unlike anything he
had ever seen.

Discovered Acetylene Gas.
For weeks he noticed this substance,

without giving more than a passing
thought to it, and continued to dump
It Into the river upon the bankj ot
which he bad built his furnnv. Soon

the pile, of slag was so high that the
top reached above the water, and then
a curious thing occurred. The water
would sizzle and steam as the slag
was dumped in, but this day, as the
last of the slag was poured onto Uie

little island, some of It remained red
hot. Suddenly there was a brilliant
burst of flame, so prolonged and so
hot that there was danger of the fur-

nace catching fire.
Then Wilson began to think. The

next day he took somo of the curious
looking substance and wet it with wa-

ter, but, much to his surprise, nothing
came of it. Then he struck a match
and held it near the mixture, and im-

mediately a bright flame was produced
and Wilson knew that he had discov-

ered something valuable. Hid discov-
ery was acetylene gas, and ho made a
fortune out of it.

A Gorman manufacturer of nitro
glycerin wa3 the inventor of dyanmite,
but was not seeking for it at the timo
he received proof of Its explosive qual-

ities. Nitroglycerin is a liquid which
will not explode, but will burn rather
with a steady flame, when fire is ap
plied. One day the manufacturer
spilled some of the stuff on the floor,

and a little later drorped a lighted
match in the same place. The explos
ion which followed was astonishing
and quite a little disconcerting, but he
had discovered dynamite, and his for-

tune was made. While nitroglycerin
will, not explode while in liquid form,
it becomes explosive the instant the
particles are separated so that each
has sufficient air about it. This fluid
vaporizes whenever sufficiently shock'
ed. and Is then so lnflammablo that
the mere heat of the shock sets it off,

The name of the German who spilled
his nitroglycerin was Nobel, and ho
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Evolved the Idea of Packing Them in
Separate Compartments.

patented the combination and became
immensely wealthy.

Edison and the Phonograph.
The greatest of our inventors,

Thomas A. Edison, owes his invention
of the phonograph partly to an aid-den- t.

Edison had been working night
and day to perfect the telephone, ttnd
had constructed a number of small
sheepskin drumheads, to test their
value as diaphragms as compared with
metal and other substances. To some
of these sheepskin diaphragms he had
attached a magnetic needle which was
Intended to project toward the magnet
and assist in conveying the vibration
caused by the human voice.

These did not fulfill Edison's expec
tations, and were discarded as useless.
His assistants soon discovered that
by holding the drumheads close to the
mouth and making a guttural sound, a
noise approaching music could be se-

cured, much the same as when a piece
of paper is wrapped around a comb.
In attempting to playfully stop one of
the men from playing on it, Edison
touched the little needle, but no soon
er had he done so than be gave one
of his characteristic starts and re
quested the operator to repeat the per
formance. It was repeated, and attain
he touched the needle, with evident
delight. He went among his assist
ants, asking them to hum, sing and
talk against the little drumhead, he
keeping his finger ever so lightly on
the little needle.

"I have It!" he suddenly exclaimed,
and retreated to his office and com
menced drawing diagrams for new ma
chlnery, which his assistants speedily
made, and a few days later the first
phonograph was put together. It was
a crude affair, the pin making an lm-

presslon on wax. It talked Imperfect
ly, but It showed Edison that he vas
on the right track, and he rapidly Im-

proved It, until now it Is almost er
fectlon. The phonograph was at first
regarded as a mere toy, but later it
was sold for $1,000,000.

Millions In

The Inventor of the
George Westinghouse, Is one of (he
best known Inventors of the
day, but It was a long time beforo he
could get any moneyed men Interested
eqough In his e to back blm
Perhaps the one thing in his life lhat
McKee Rankin regretted was IV.at
when Westinghouse offered him u talf
Interest In the e for $50-- he
did not accept it. This Invention ret
ted Mr. westingbousa many mill ns
of dollars and brought him world . V

NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS.

"One of the worst drawbacks to
baseball," says Tommy Corcoran, the
Cincinnati shortstop, "is that the great
majority of men who follow it know
nothing else. The preliminary train-
ing of a ball player for a professional
career comes in the early years of
his life, when he should bo qualifying
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Tommy Corcoran.

Jiimself for a business or professional
calling. After he has played ten or

5 years he feels as a matter of fact
he is out of the running In any other
business. He may save something out
of his salary, but the chances are that
he will not, for as a rule ball players
are Improvident. So when his days
of usefulness as a big leaguer are over
he drifts down among the minors,
whjre his past achievements are
about all the glory he can boast of in
the diamond game."

Charlie Alpcrman will keep himself
in condition this winter shoveling
coal under a boiler in a factory at
Aetna, Pa.

Pittsburg has purchased the release
of Absteln, a clever player
now with the Shreveport club. He
will be assigned to utility roles.

Hilly Lauer, who has been on Mc- -

Craw's reserve list for Beveral seasons,
has been released to the Waterbury
club of the Connecticut league.

Overall and Walsh are the only
bachelors on Chicago's payroll now.

During thi Phillies' exhibition game
at Jamestown on August 26, Magee's
Titusville friends presented him with
a dress suit cans. ,

Iieltzhoover's pet, Otto Knabe, the
Toledo infielder, will return to the
Pittsburg fcld.

There have been numerous good
Judge3 of ball players, but mighty few
that were the eiuals of Frank Selee
in that regard.

AMONG THE MINORS.

The A. J. G. club, of the New York
lengue, has released Pitcher Villeman.

Vho Toronto club has1 signed Out-
fielders Medensaul and George Ban-non- ,

late of Montreal.

Plher nrady, of the Little Roik
team, has a record of striking out 11

nen. Every strike was a good healthy
fwlng and not one had to be called
l"y the umpire.

Hill Cllngman, of the Toledo team,
will retire from baseball this year,
after a career on the diamond cover-
ing a period of more than 16 years.

Center Fielder Gettman Is the best
player on the Buffalo team. He is
batting .308 and fielding .986.

was through, though he would not
roiud V'aynS with that team could
George Huff be induced to take the
management of the club. Of this there
Is practically no chance, for Huff says
he Is thoroughly satisfied with his po-

sition at the University of Illinois.
Washington has shown flashes of

ability under Stahl's lead-
ership. Each spring the club starts
out and stays near the top the first
month. Last season it was at tho to;)
for some time and gave promise of be-

ing In the fight for the pennant, but
as the battle waxes warmer It steadily
drops, and last year was no ex-

ception.
If Stahl drops the management ot

h9 Senators, there will probably be
beveral changes In management of
American league clubs before tbo
opening of the 1907 season. Boston
will see a change. Detroit is likely to
on , account of the friction that has
been present this year, and Fielder
Jones has said he will not lead the
White Stockings another year, though
It that club wins the pennant he is
likely to find it hard work to persuade
Coniskey to permit him to drop tbo
relu.

PERUNA PRAJSED.
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MRS. ESTHER M. MILNER.

15ox S21, DcOraff, Ohio.
Dr. S. B. Hartman, Columbus, Ohio.

Dear íur :

I wiis a terrible sufferer from
pelvic weakness and hail headache
continuously. I whs not nble to iio my
housework for myself and liu hand.

I wrote von ami described my condi
tion ns neiirly as possible. You rei-om- -

menrteu l'eruna. i looit lour untura ot
it and was completely cured. I tliink
Peruna a wonderful medicineund liuvo
recommended it to my friends with the
very bust of results.

Esther M. Milner.
Very few of the great multitude of

women who huve been relieved of some
pelvic disease or weakness by Peruna
ever consent to pive a testimonial to be
read by the public.

There a re, however, a few conrafrenns,
women who will for the

sake of their suffering sisters allow
their cures to be published.

Mrs. Milner is one of these. In her
(fratitude for her restoration tolu-iilt-

she is willing' that
A GRATEFUL the women of the
LETTER TO whole world should

DR. HARTMAN know it. A chronic
invalid broucht buck

to health is no small matter. Words
are inadequate to express complete
gratitude.

Disused Houses Cheap.
Many tourists in Switzerland were

astonished this summer to see vil-

lages In the Rhone valley, near
Brlgue, which looked as if they had
been bombarded. On Inquiry they
found that the demolished houses
were mostly temporary boarding
places for the Italian laborers who
made the Simplón tunnel. After

their departure these houses were of-

fered for sale at $50 each not, ol

course, Including the ground on which
they stood.

The extraordinary popularity of fine
white goods this summer makes the
choice of Starch a matter of great im-

portance. Defiance Starch, being free
from all injurious chemicals, is the
only one which Is safe to use on fine
fabrics. Its great strength as a st'ff-ene- r

makes half the usual quantity of
Starch necessary, with the reu't of
perfect finifh, equal to that when tho
goods were new.

Floating Exposition.
Three hundred British firms have

contributed to an exhibit of poods
which Is displayed on the lower decks
of a former military transport, and
will be sent from London to different
ports of Canada, the West Indies,
South America, South Africa, India,
China, Japan and Australia. The voy-

age is expected to last 12 months.

London Policeman Rum Amuck.
During one of London's recent hot

days a policeman suddenly became
crazed and drew his club and charged
along the sidewalk striking right and
left. He had cleaned two blocks be-

fore some of his comrades caught and
overpowered him.

Life often seems but a shipwreck,

whose fragments are friendship, glory

and love. The shores of time mat, e
pass during our life are covered with

these derelicts. Mme. de Stael.
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john w. morris
j WMblntton, U. CPrricinn Claim.

11. 8. Penilra Bunu.
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